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Jan Christian Gertz, Angelika Berlejung, Konrad Schmid, Markus Witte , T&T Clark 
Handbook of the Old Testament: An Introduction to the literature, Keligion and History of the 
Old Testament (London: Continuum), 2012. 

Schmid et al have here produced an absolute encyclopedia (the term Handbook is not to be taken 
seriously- it is far too large, complete, and thorough to be deemed a mere 'handbook'). Originally 
published in German the present edition is an English translation of the third German edition of 
2008 by Vandenhoeck and Ruprecht of Grundinformation Altes Testament. 'Grundinformation' indeed. 
Only the Germans would imagine, even for an instant, that 830 pages on a subject provides 'basic' 
information. For most Americans (and Brits) 830 pages is more than they will ever know of any 
subject altogether. 

Here's the Table of Contents: 



Preface 

Sources and Methods (Angelika Berlejung, Professor of Old Testament, University of 
Leipzig) 

1 Sources 

2 Methods 

Secular and Religious History of Ancient Israel (Angelika Berlejung, Professor of Old 
Testament, University of Leipzig) 

3 Secular and Religious History of "Israel" - Foundations 

4 Secular and Religious History of "Israel" - Historical Outline 

The Literature of the Old Testament 

I. Torah and Earlier Prophets (Jan Christian Gertz, Professor of Old Testament, University 
of Heidelberg) 



5 The Context of the books from Genesis to 2 Kings 

6 The Law Texts in the Pentateuch 

7 The Compositions 

II. Latter Prophets (Nebiim) (Konrad Schmid, Professor of Old Testament, University of 
Zurich) 

8 Scriptural Prophets from Isaiah to Malachi 

9 Isaiah 

10 Jeremiah 

11 Ezekiel 

12 The Twelve Prophets 

III Scriptures (Ketubim) (Markus Witte, Professor of Old Testament, University of 
Frankfurt) 

13 Psalms 
14Job 

15 Proverbs 

16 Ruth 

17 Song of Songs 
18Kohelet 

19 Lamentations 

20 Esther 

21 Daniel 

22 Esdras-Nehemiah 

23 Chronicles 

Fundamental Questions of a Theology of the Old Testament (Jan Christian Gertz) 

24 Perspectives on the History of Scholarship 

25 Unity and Diversity of Theological Views in the Old Testament 

26 Religious History and Theology of the Old Testament 

27 The Old Testament as part of the Christian Bible 

Chronological 

Tables 

Literature for the Study of the OT Glossary Index 

That only, though, provides the most basic of information as to the contents of the resource. Not 
indicated are the numerous 'sidebars', maps, and graphics which are found throughout. 

The various contributors have done a brilliant job of stating, as concisely as Germanly possible, the 
status questionis and, similarly whilst simultaneously also offering 'cutting edge' interpretation. No 
shrine to dead methods, this 'Handbook' offers readers the very best introduction to the texts of the 
Hebrew Bible that I've encountered in a very long time. Characterized, as one would expect, by a 
very careful and very well argued methodology, this volume is just simply brilliant. If introductions 
to the Hebrew Bible were cars, this would be a Bendey. I recommend it to students in Graduate 
programs and to Professors of all sorts who wish their students to be introduced to the study of the 
Hebrew Bible in a meaningful and articulate way. 



Hence, I agree completely with Lester Grabbe who writes 

'Students look for the reliable and readable "introduction" to the Old Testament or Hebrew 
Bible - but not only students: scholars often find them useful for a quick reference and as a 
way of updating their knowledge in areas outside their immediate specialty. This volume will 
well meet the needs of both groups. Unlike some older introductions, it is not confined to 
the literature. The authors include chapters on archaeology, epigraphy and iconography, 
which are often neglected in general introductions. All in all, this will be a very useful volume 
on the shelves of both scholars and students.' - Professor Emeritus, Lester L. Grabbe, 
University of Hull, UK" 

Jim West 
Quartz Hill School of Theology 



